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Congratulations

Volunteer Maryland AmeriCorps(VISTA Members!
Twelve Volunteer Maryland AmeriCorps(VISTA members will successfully complete a year of service on July 29, 2011.  Together, they developed or expanded 84 projects or programs, created 59 new inter-agency partnerships, and obtained $208,802 in cash and in-kind resources to support ten sponsor agencies in Maryland.  They developed outreach strategies, evaluated programs, created marketing materials, and provided services to 8,094 community members.  100 percent of sponsor agencies reported meeting most or all of their goals for the VISTA service year.  Volunteer Maryland commends these VISTA members and their sponsor agencies for their service to Maryland citizens!  

Andrea Calderon, Parks and People Foundation

Andrea worked to build the capacity of the Schoolyard Greening program across 16 Baltimore City schools, expanding the partnership between Parks and People Foundation and Baltimore City Schools.  In addition, Andrea supported the Neighborhood Greening Program, helped coordinate the Greater Baltimore Children and Nature Conference, and garnered $20,000 in cash and in-kind resources.

Katie Dix, Parks and People Foundation

Katie coordinated the Community Greening Resource Network (CGRN), developing a shared calendar, establishing a new tool bank at Barclay Elementary/Middle School, growing the CGRN volunteer base, and facilitating volunteer work days, workshops, seed and plant giveaway days, and special events.   Katie also secured $41,150 in cash and in-kind resources to support CGRN members and gardens throughout Baltimore.

Kate Harris – American Red Cross, Lower Shore Chapter

Kate spearheaded a series of fundraising efforts for the Lower Shore Chapter, including the Celebrity Luncheon and a Dine and Donate event at seven local restaurants.  In addition, Kate led the Red Cross Month committee, developing promotional materials, securing two television spots, and conducting an overall marketing campaign to spread awareness about the services provided by the American Red Cross.
Lisa Kiperstock, Anne Arundel County Public Schools

Lisa led the effort to design and implement a new interactive service-learning database, developed service-learning materials for teachers including multiple lesson plans, a web site, and brochure, and created guides on utilizing IT equipment.  In addition, Lisa garnered $10,290 in cash and in-kind resources to support the development of the Outdoor Learning Classroom at Bates Middle School.

Ashley McDonald, Arts on the Block

Ashley’s primary role was the development and management of a comprehensive alumni impact survey.  By developing and testing surveys, interviewing alumni, and analyzing evaluation results, Ashley has helped Arts on the Block understand long-term impacts of the program and develop ideas for continued program improvement.

Kelly Morrell, Maryland Vietnamese Mutual Association
Kelly increased MVMA’s resource development capacity by creating a donor spreadsheet, an  online donor management database, and a grants calendar.  Kelly also redesigned marketing materials, planned and coordinated the Academic Awards Picnic, and secured grant awards totaling $80,000.
Jordan Silverman, Project PLASE
Jordan developed a furniture bank to ensure rapid and effective distribution of furniture to clients moving into permanent housing, coordinated a Thank You event for donors and volunteers, and spearheaded the Purses for PLASE fundraising campaign.  In addition, Jordan wrote a winning grant application for $18,500 and secured an additional $8,065 in cash and in-kind resources.
Lauren Stoler, Project PLASE
Lauren strengthened and expanded the Speakers’ Bureau to 42 separate speaking engagements over the year.  Lauren also developed new community events, including One Night Without a Home, a Transgender Town Hall Meeting, and the Night of Monologues, which enabled 12 Project PLASE clients to share their experiences with homelessness to a sold-out audience.  In addition, Lauren secured $4,863 in cash and in-kind resources. 
Emily Sze, Moveable Feast
Emily led multiple online marketing campaigns, include designing and maintaining the Moveable Feast web site and web sites for the special events Dining Out for Life, B’More Aware, and Ride for the Feast.  Emily also worked on social media and email campaigns, developed marketing materials, and implemented a new donor and volunteer database.

Heather Towers, ShoreCAN Volunteer Center at the Community Foundation of the Eastern Shore

Heather assisted with grant and sponsorship research, coordinated communication and outreach to promote the volunteer center, and maintained the 1800volunteer.org database, disseminating information on local nonprofit organizations and available volunteer opportunities.  In addition, Heather was integral in the development of grant proposals that brought $27,500 to ShoreCAN and garnered an additional $6,270 in in-kind support.  

Elanor Wainscott, NAMI Metropolitan Baltimore

In an effort to market NAMI and share information about mental illness, Elanor interviewed 12 individuals diagnosed with mental illness, 13 family members, and four mental health providers.  These interviews were used to develop a video that was presented at the Winter Gala at the Visionary Arts Museum.  In addition, Elanor increased NAMI’s social media presence through YouTube and Facebook.

Warren Wells, Citizenship Law-Related Education Program
Warren redesigned the Maryland Teen Court Association web site, created and monitored Facebook pages for Teen Court, Mock Trial, and Law Links programs, and created a blog to help keep the community informed about CLREP programs.  In addition, Warren developed a list of potential donors for the summer fundraiser and solicited $2,128 worth of items for an online silent auction.
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